
 
  Did you know that there are almost 400 
different kinds of sharks. Each kind of shark looks 
different, has a unique diet, and behaves differently. 
There are sharks in the four oceans of the world. Some 
sharks are longer than a tractor trailer, while others 
are so small they can live in fish tanks. Sharks come in 
all kinds of colors. Most of the time, their skin color 
helps them blend in with their surroundings. But, some 
sharks that live in the deepest part of the ocean 
actually have parts that glow in the dark. Most sharks 
live in salt water, but some can live in fresh water.  
 Sharks are  a type of fish.  There are some 
similarities as well as differences between sharks and 
typical fish. Shark skeletons are made of cartilage. Fish 
skeletons are made of bones. Cartilage is the bendy, 
tough substance in people’s ears and noses.  Like other 
fish, sharks have gills that help them breathe. Unlike 
fish, people use lungs to get oxygen from the air. Fish 
get oxygen from the water using their gills. Water 
needs to move over the gills so the sharks can get 
enough oxygen. To keep the water moving, most sharks 
need to be swimming in water that has a very strong 
current.  
 Sharks have a lot of teeth. Sharks have many 
rows of teeth, rather than just one row like people. The 
teeth from the outside row gradually fall out. Then 
teeth from the next row take their place. Some sharks 
will lose 30,000 teeth in a lifetime!  



Why is it important for water to move over the 
gills?  What do sharks do to make this happen? 
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________ 
 
Explain why this genre is expository text. 
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________ 
 
What is the difference between shark skeletons 
and fish skeletons? 
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________ 
 
 
 
 



 
  Hurricanes are large tropical storms that 
develop in the oceans of the world. Hurricanes 
gather heat and energy from the warm ocean 
water. The heat from these warm currents 
strengthens  the power of the hurricane. 
Hurricanes that remain over warm water usually 
get bigger and stronger, but they weaken once 
they get over land. Hurricanes are storms that 
are given names, and a new list of names is 
created each year. The first hurricane name 
starts with the letter A, like Andy, and the names 
move through the alphabet as more hurricanes 
form.   
 Hurricane clouds move in a circle around a 
point called the eye, which is the center of the 
storm. To be called a hurricane, a storm must 
have wind speeds of at least 74 miles per hour. 
When a hurricane comes ashore, there are heavy 
rains, large waves and strong winds that cause 
damage to buildings, cars and trees. Also, flooding 
can occur when large waves called storm surges 
hit the beaches. Storm surges are the main 
reason people are told to leave beach towns and 
move inland when a hurricane approaches. 
Hurricanes move very slowly though, so people 
have a chance to get out of the way.  
 
 
 



What strengthens a hurricane?  What weakens a 
hurricane? 
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________ 
 
Why do people have to leave the beach during a 
hurricane? 
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________ 
 
What is the eye of a hurricane? 
 
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________ 
 
 
 
 



 
  Did you know that there are ponies that live on 
the Island of Chincoteague? Chincoteague is an island 
off the coast of Virginia and Maryland. For hundreds of 
years, wild ponies have lived on Chincoteague’s 
neighboring island, Assateague. The ponies get to 
Chincoteague each year by swimming across the channel 
between the two islands. Locals round up some of the 
wild ponies from Assateague and swim the ponies across 
the channel between the two islands. Once the ponies 
get to Chincoteague, they are auctioned. The ponies 
adapt well to domestic life, and the culling, or removal, 
of some of the horses helps keep the wild pony herds 
healthy. 
  
  The Chincoteague ponies come in all shapes, 
sizes and colors. Because of their diet, these ponies 
have very round bellies. When the ponies are in the 
wild, on Assateague, they live a difficult life. They 
forage for food in the salty marshlands eating marsh 
grasses, seaweed and even poison ivy. Because their 
diet is so high in salt, they must drink twice as much 
water as typical ponies. Though they live on an island, 
they cannot drink the salty ocean water; therefore, 
they must find fresh water inland to drink. These 
ponies have survived many hundreds of years in the 
wild.  
 
 
 



 
Why do the ponies have a difficult life in the 
wild? 
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________ 
 
What is the meaning of the word culling? 
_____________________________________
_____________________________________ 
 
 
Summarize the text. 
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_  
   



Someday Stole a Cookie 

 

 Last week, my grandmother and I  made a 

fresh batch of chocolate chip cookies. Once our 

cookies were finished baking, we set them out on 

the counter to cool.  I counted 24 cookies on that 

shiny, grey baking tray. The crispy cookies were 

begging me to grab one. The aroma from the 

cookies made my stomach growl. My grandmother 

told me that we had to wait twenty minutes for 

the cookies to cool, before we could eat them. 

 Twenty minutes later I rushed into the 

kitchen.  As I approached the tray of cookies, I 

noticed that one was missing. I yelled, “Someone 

stole a cookie!”   

  I turned around and saw my grandfather 

sitting at the kitchen table with  a pile of cookie 

crumbs and a glass of milk in front of him. 



Someday Stole a Cookie 

 

1. What is the meaning of the word approach?   

______________________________________

______________________________________ 

 

2. What was the author’s point of view about the 
cookies? Cite text evidence to support your 
answer. 

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________ 

 
3. How did the narrator know that a cookie was 

missing? 

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________ 

 



Lost 

 Once upon a time there was a prince who 

was always getting lost. He turned right when he 

meant to turn left. He turned left when he meant 

to turn right. If he had to walk 2 miles, he would 

walk 3 instead.   

 One day, his father decided to hire a young 

man to help his son.  The young man decided to 

write the word ‘left’ on his left hand and the word 

‘right’ on his right hand. He also gave him a 

pedometer to monitor how many steps he took.   

 The following week, the prince went for a 

walk.  He turned right when he was supposed to 

turn right and he turned left when he was 

supposed to turn left.  Unfortunately, he went 

north when he was supposed to go south and he 

went south when he was supposed to go north. 



Lost 
 
1. What character trait would you use to 

describe the prince? Cite text evidence to 
support your answer. 

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________ 

 
2. Do you think the young man helped the prince?  

Explain. 

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________ 

 



The Talent Show 

 “Jane, there’s a talent show at school next 

week!” my brother shouted. Immediately, I knew 

what I was going to do! I have been practicing 

juggling all year. I practiced with tennis balls, 

apples, and even bananas.   

 Later on, my friend Sara, asked me if I 

wanted to do something with her in the talent 

show.  All day I tried to think of how I was going 

to tell Sara that I wanted to do my own act in the 

show.  I knew this would make Sara mad.  I didn’t 

want to hurt her feelings, but I wanted to do this 

on my own. 

 I finally got up the courage to tell Sara 

that I was going to compete in the talent show 

alone.  Surprisingly, Sara replied, “ That’s great! I 

know you will do well.” I was very relieved. 



The Talent Show 
 
1. How did the author show that Jane was not 

expecting Sara to react the way she did when 
Jane told her about entering the talent show 
alone? Cite text evidence to support your 
answer. 

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________ 

 
2. Do you think Jane was confident in her ability 

to juggle?  Cite text evidence to support your 
answer. 

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________ 
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Madeline’s best friend is her stuffed bear she calls Barry. Barry was a gift from her 

favorite aunt when she was born. Barry has gone everywhere with Madeline ever since she 

got him. 

One day, Madeline went to the park with Barry. She walked Barry in her stroller and 

took Barry to feed the ducks. Then Madeline went to play on the playground. Madeline saw 

her friend Joanie at the playground. They were having so much fun on the swings that it 

wasn’t until it was time to get home that Madeline noticed that Barry wasn’t with her 

anymore. Madeline started to panic. 

“Oh, no!” Madeline cried. “Barry is missing! What am I going to do?”

Madeline slouched down on the bench and began to sob. Joanie came toward Madeline. 

Madeline and Barry
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“Madeline, you know that Barry is somewhere at the park. Take a deep breath so 

that you can think straight,” said Joanie.

Madeline took a deep breath and stopped crying.

“Now, where is the last place you remember seeing Barry?” questioned Joanie.

“First, we went on a walk. After, we went to the pond to feed the ducks. Then, I 

came here to play on the playground,” replied Madeline. 

“Barry must be at the pond,” stated Joanie. 

Madeline and Joanie raced 

to the pond. There, Barry was 

sitting on the bench by the pond. 

Madeline let out a huge sigh of 

relief.

“Thank you for your help, 

Joanie,” Madeline stated.

“That’s what friends are 

for!” exclaimed Joanie. 

Madeline learned that 

when she is faced with a 

problem, it is best to stay calm 

and make a plan. 
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1. Who is the main character? ____________________________________________

2. What is the sequence of events in the story? Include what the main character says, 
does, thinks and feels. 

Answer the following Questions. Underline the text evidence in the color shown. If there is no 
crayon next to the question, you will need to infer the answer. You should still look for text 
evidence to help you infer. 

3. What problem does the main character face?
a. Madeline is crying. 
b. Madeline lost Barry.
c. Madeline lost her friend Joanie. 
d. Madeline wants to feed the ducks. 

Characters
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4. What is the solution to the problem?
a. Madeline finds Joanie by the pond. 
b. Madeline feeds the ducks with Barry. 
c. Madeline and Joanie find Barry by the pond. 
d. Madeline and Joanie find Barry on the playground. 

5. What trait could you use to describe the main character? Use text evidence to support 
your answer. 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

6. How did the challenge change the character?

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Characters



Martin’s heart raced as his teacher began passing out their latest math tests. Martin 

was not good at math. Actually, he was terrible. His heart sank. He saw the big red “F” 

marked on his paper. He had known that he hadn’t done well, but he got an F? 

“I’ll never pass math,” moped Martin. “I’m just not smart.”

Mrs. Shelly, Martin’s teacher, overheard him. 

“Martin, math is hard work. You can do it. You need to put effort and time into 

studying. I know how smart you are,” Mrs. Shelly told him. 

That afternoon, Mrs. Shelly pulled Martin aside. 

“Martin, will you stay after school with me three days a week? I will show you that 

you can be successful in math,” said Mrs. Shelly. 

Martin quickly agreed. He thanked Mrs. Shelly. He never wanted to see a big red F on a 

paper again. 

Martin’s Math Troubles490L
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Martin stayed after school with Mrs. Shelly that week. He worked with Mrs. Shelly on 

his math facts. She helped Martin with their fractions unit. 

Soon, the day of the next math test came around. Martin had spent hours and hours 

studying his addition and subtraction facts. His hands were shaking as he took the test. As 

Martin went through each question, he realized that he could solve all of the problems. 

The next day, Mrs. Shelly began to pass out the math tests. Martin was very nervous. 

Was he smart enough to do better this time? Mrs. Shelly handed Martin his test with a 

huge smile on her face. 

“Great work, Martin!” Mrs. Shelly exclaimed. 

Martin quickly glanced at 

the red mark on the paper. He 

spotted a large A. 

“I didn’t think I could do 

this!” Martin told Mrs. Shelly.

“I knew you could, Martin. 

If you work hard, you will be 

successful. Never give up!” Mrs. 

Shelly said. 

Martin beamed. From that 

day on, Martin had confidence in 

himself. He knew that if he tried, 

he could do anything. 



1. Who is the main character? ____________________________________________

2. What is the sequence of events in the story? Include what the main character says, 
does, thinks and feels. 

Answer the following Questions. Underline the text evidence in the color shown. If there is no 
crayon next to the question, you will need to infer the answer. You should still look for text 
evidence to help you infer. 

Characters

©Julie Bochese

3. What problem does the main character face?
a. Martin doesn’t like to study.
b. Martin got a F on his math test. 
c. Martin likes reading better than math.
d. Martin’s mom is angry with him for getting a bad grade. 
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Dylan raced to the mailbox. It was his eighth birthday. He wanted to see if he had any 

birthday cards. A smile spread across his face as he spotted an envelope from his 

grandparents in Missouri. Dylan brought the envelope inside and opened it. He was overjoyed 

when he saw a twenty-dollar bill folded neatly inside a note. The note read:

Dear Dylan,

Happy birthday! We love you and miss you. Please use this money wisely. We can’t 

wait to visit you in a week.

Love, 

Grandma and Grandpa

Dylan was so excited. His mind raced with the toys he could buy. Should he buy one of 

the new Transformers? Should he add to his Lego collection? Maybe he should buy a new 

video game. 

A Trip to the Toy Store550L
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Dylan begged his mom to drive him to the mall. She agreed because it was his 

birthday. His mom was going to shop at a store next to the toy store. Before she left, she 

warned Dylan, “Be sure to spend the money wisely.”

Once in the toy store, Dylan became overwhelmed by his choices. His stomach growled 

as he spotted the candy bins. He grabbed a bag and quickly began filling it. He could easily 

buy candy and a toy!

Dylan filled a bag with candy and picked out a Transformer. The cashier rang up the 

candy. She told Dylan that the candy cost $19.35. Dylan was forced to put the Transformer 

back. 

When Dylan’s mom saw that he had spent his money on candy, she was disappointed. 

“The candy will be gone. That is a waste.” Dylan felt guilty. His mom was right. The candy 

was gone in a day, and Dylan was left with nothing. He could have had a new toy that lasted 

a long time, or he could have saved the money for something more special. On his next 

birthday, Dylan planned to make a better choice with his money. 
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1. Who is the main character? ____________________________________________

2. What is the sequence of events in the story? Include what the main character says, 
does, thinks and feels. 

Answer the following Questions. Underline the text evidence in the color shown. If there is no 
crayon next to the question, you will need to infer the answer. You should still look for text 
evidence to help you infer. 

3. What problem does the main character face?
a. Dylan wants a lot of toys for his birthday. 
b. Dylan spends his birthday money on candy. 
c. Dylan spends his birthday money on a new Transformer. 
d. Dylan did not get enough birthday money to buy everything he 

wanted. 

Characters
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4. What is the solution to the problem?
a. Dylan buys a lot of candy. 
b. Dylan buys Legos for his birthday the next year. 
c. Dylan’s mom buys him the Transformer he wants. 
d. Dylan learns it is better to save his money for something that will last. 

5. What trait could you use to describe the main character? Use text evidence to support 
your answer. 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

6. How did the challenge change the character?

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Characters



Characters in a Story
The main character in a story goes through a sequence of 
events that can cause them to change. 

While reading a story, ask yourself:

1. What is the main character like in the beginning of 
the story?

2. What are the major events?
3. What does the character do, say, think, and feel

during each event?
4. How does the major event change the main 

character? Do they learn a lesson?

©Julie Bochese

Beginning

Middle

End


